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an absolute standard of truth in such matters.   There are many
excellent persons, and of good ability in other respects, whose
mental constitution is such that they never can foUow out the
train of reasoning, which establishes the truth of a certain
famous proposition in Euclid.   But we never heard of any one
writing a pamphlet against the pons asinorum.   Now, the famous
doctrine of the regulation of the Paper Currency by the price
of bullion is demonstrably true, and it is as vain to write
pamphlets against it as against Euclid, B. L, prop. 5.   When,
therefore, a modern author says, "the fundamental error of
Mr. Huskisson, and the Bullion Committee, on the subject, con-
sisted in the principles which they laid down as axioms, that the
measure of the depreciation of the Currency was to be found in
the difference between the Market and the Mint Price of Gold";
this sentence is as wise as if one were to say, "the fundamental
error of Cocker, and subsequent writers on arithmetic, is the
principle which they adopt as an axiom that twenty-one is equal
to twenty-one"; and when he says a little further on, " for as
Bank notes never sank in value compared with specie, whatever
party spirit may have affirmed to the contrary," he makes a
statement which there ia overwhelming evidence to prove to be
untrue*